Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittai 

Address to; 
Mai! Stop RCE 
CommBsion&r for Patsirils 
P.O. Box 1450 
/\l«X!iridrtr:i, VA ?2313-1450 



09.-61 S,937 



Fiiing Date 
Art Unit 



March 6, 2000 
Ajay Divakaran 
2176 



Examiner Name 



M. Nguyen 



Attoi ney Docket Number 



This is a Request for Continuect Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1,114 of the above-identified appiication. 

for Continued Exanrdnatton (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1 .11 4 does not apply to any utility or piani appfatton fiied prior to June 8. 
to anv design application See Instruction Sheet for RCEs I'not to be sitomttled lo the USPTO} on pa(:!e 2 



am«.-ncirnenis encioseci with the RCE will be enier«.-ii in the otdsr in vvlitcfi tliey wer«.- ftleci unless applicant instructs othervvise If 
applicant does not vvish to have any previousiy fitect unentered amendment(s} entered, appiic-ant must request non-entry of such 
amend mentis). 



□ 



Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Repiy Brief previously ftleci on 
[/] offter Amendment filed on April 1 1 . 2007 



Enclosed 

Amendment/Reply 
j j Affidaylt(s).'' Deciar3tion{s) 



Information Otsclosure Siatemeni (tOS) 
i i Other 



Miscellaneous 



Suspension of action on ttie 3bo^/e-lCientlfled application is reque^;ted under 37 CFR 1 t03(C; for a 

period of months, {Pentnl fjf siispeiision shall nfjt sxceed 3 irmriths; Fee yrider 37 CFR I.ITji) rtxjuired) 

Other 

Ths RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e^ is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

The Diredor is hereby Buthorized to charge the foilovving fees, any und(:tpaym«-n! of f'-x-&, or credit any overpayments. 
Deposit Account No. 5D-0749 . I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet 



j/ j RCF tee required uncter 37 CFR 1 .1 7(ei 
I I Extension of tirne fee (37 CFi=! 1 136 ami 1.1 
j j Other 



□ 



Checi< in the amount of $ _ 



c, Payment by credit card (F-orrn ptO"'J03« enciostitj) 

WARNIfiiG; Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide credit 
cijrd information and auf horization on PTO-2033, 







SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 






■ •• ■ C :,■ 




' ■, 


Name {'Prinl'Type) 


Ciifton D. Mueller 


Registration f-to. 


57,836 


CERTIFICATE OF miUm OR TRANSMISSION 


Offiyfj (.111 llie date s 




i fjorresporifJettce is being (ternisited with the Uiiittxi States Postal Service with si 
p RCE, C-ommissiofier for Paterns, P. O. Box 1460, Alexandria, VA 22313-14SO o 


(iGlerit fjostege as first 


the U.S. Patent and Ttaeferrtark 






;iifton D. Mueiler.'' 










iifton D. Mueller 1 


D'-"*-' llvlav 11, 2007 





B infornisatiofi is required to obtain oi retain a beriBfrt by the piiblit: whidi is to file (at 
fo prtjcsss) an application, ConfidenfiBllty is govsrtisd by 35 U.S.C. 122 ami 37 CFR 1.11 and l.-H, This colteotion is estimated to tahe 12 mini 
induding gathering, prepsfiiiy, and sutmiittintj the cornpteted spfjliration foixn to ttie USPTO'. Time svill vsry depencfintj upon tlie iiidividira! case, fi 
the amoutn of time yon require to oomplete this foFm and'or suggestions for reducifig this bufdeti, should be setit to the CIttef Ittfonnation Offioej 
Trademark Office. U.S. Departmstit ot CommBrOB. P.O. Boi 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SET^D FEES OR COf«)PLETED F 
•ADGRK-'iS. SEND TO; Maii Stop RCE, Commiasionef for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Aiexandria, 22313-1450. 

n completitig the form, call 1-8Q0-PTO-91W and setecf o,o&o« 2. 



PTa'SB/30 (04-07^ 
Appiovtxi for ifsa throijqf) O9.'30;2007, 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent anri Tiaitematli Offitss; U.S. DgPARTMEMT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Papswirork Reduction Act of 1335, no psrsons are required to res(x>nd to a cotlection of inforrjiatior) urjiesa it coiitaids s valid OUB oontrol number. 



Instruction Sheet for RCEs 

(not fo be submitted to the USPTO) 



NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application, and filing an RCE will not result in an application being accorded a new Siiing 
date. 

Fiiim Qualifications: 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995. The application cannot be a provisions! 
appiication, a utility or plant application fiied before June 8, 1995, a desian application, or a patent under reexamination. See 
37 CFR 1.114(e). 

Fiimfl Recjuiferrtents: 

Prosecution in the application must be c/osed. Prosecution is closed if the application is under appeal, or the la&t Office 
action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that other\vise closes prosecution in the application {e.g., an Office 
action under t>: parte Qiiayle). See 37 CFR 1 1 14(bi. 

A submission and a fee are required at the time r/!« RCE is filed. If reply to an Office action under 35 U S.G. 132 Is 
outstanding (e.g., the application is under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply requirements of 37 CFR 1111 If 
there is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an information disclosure statement, an amendment, new 
arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1.114ic) The submission rnay be a pfeviousiy filed amendment (e.g., an 
amendfnent after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 

Request for^Suspen^sJon^^^p^^ 

Aii RCE filing requirements must be rnet before suspension of action is granted. A request for a stispension of 
action tJnder 37 CFR 1.103{o) does not satisfy the submission reqtJirement and does not permit the filing of the 
required submission to be suspended. 

improper RCE wtii NOTtoH Any Time Period: 

Before Appeal - If the RCE is improper {e.g., prosecution in the application is not ciosed or ffie submission or 
fee has not been fiied) and the application is not urider appeai, the time period set fofth in the last Office action 
will continue to run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory' time period has expired if a reply to 
the Office action is not timely fiied No addittona! time will be given to correct the improper RCE. 

Under Appeai • if the RCE is irnpfoper (e.g., the submission or the fee has not been fiied) and the application is 
under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to vvittidraw the appeal. Withdrawal ot the appeai results in the 
allowance or abandonrnerjt of \\\e application depending on status of the claims. If there are no allowed 
claims, the appiication is abandoned. If there is at least one allowed claim, the application will be passed to issue 
on the allowed claim{s). See MPEP 1215,01 , 



See MPEP 706.07(h) for further irtformattort on the RCE practice. 



Privacy Act Statement 



The Pfiv.'^cy Act of 1974 (P. I... 93-679) requires thsit you be g'Nen certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent appiicatton or patent. Accordingiy. 
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, piease be advised that: {1}the genera! authority for the 
coilectfon of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2): (2) furnishing of the information soticited is voluntary: 
and (3) the pnncipal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S Patent and Trademar[< 
Office 1?. to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent, if you do 
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or 
abandonment of the appiicatton or expiration of the patent 

The information provided by you in this form ^A^ti be subject to the foliowintj routine uses: 

T The information on this form vviit be treated confidentially to the extent aliov/ed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U S.C, 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U S.C 552a), Recoids fiom 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
dtsclo?ufe of these record? i? required by the Fieedom of Infoirnatton Act 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations, 

3. ,A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Pnvacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C, 552afm). 

5 A recofd related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine u?e, to the international Buieau of the 
Worid Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review i35 U S.C, 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act {42 U.S.C. 2iStc)), 

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his./her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U S.C 2904 and 2906 Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant {;.e.. GSA or Commerce) directive Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations about individuals. 
6. A record from this system of records may be disclosed as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U S C 122{b) or issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U S C 151 Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 3? 
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in vvtiich the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application an application open to public inspection or an 
issued patent. 

9, A record from ttiis system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal. State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes avvare of a violation or potential 
violation of taw or regulation. 



